
Case Study
THE GODDARD SCHOOL CREATES NEW OUTDOOR 
CLASSROOM WITH GROUNDS FOR PLAY



THE CHALLENGE: There were permitting issues and local 

ordinances that created challenges during the planning stage of 

the project. With the help and support of Grounds For Play, these 

challenges were resolved as we were continually in contact with 

the architect and local engineers. The Goddard School appreciated 

this support and it was one of the reasons they chose to work with 

Grounds For Play.

THE GODDARD SCHOOL 
Gambrills, Maryland

THE CUSTOMER: The Goddard School is a franchise chain that is 

nationally acclaimed for early childhood development. With many 

locations across the country, they help children prepare for long 

term success in school and life by using a play-based curriculum.

When the Goddard in Gambrills, Md. expanded their school to 

open a new annex, they were in need of new educational play 

equipment for their outdoor classroom. Although Grounds For 

Play is the preferred vendor for all Goddard School outdoor 

classrooms, they considered a few local vendors for this project. 

Ultimately, however, they decided to use Grounds For Play because 

they preferred the design and the great support provided by the 

Design Consultant.

THE GROUNDS FOR PLAY SOLUTION: The Goddard School 

wanted to create an outdoor play environment where children can 

learn and have fun while playing. 

They wanted their outdoor classroom to make a difference, which 

is the reason families would decide to have their children attend 

the school.

The outdoor classroom was designed to feature Goddard’s two 

must-haves of music and gardening elements while also including 

opportunities for science, art, physical, and dramatic play.

A custom Outdoor Learning Center sign with posts creates a fun 

entryway into the outdoor classroom where children will never 

tire of the vast play opportunities offered in this carefully planned 

environment.

Products include our Pizza Garden, Lady Bug Drum, Tri-Directional 

Trough System, Weather Station, and Art Easel among others. 

The products in this classroom create an environment where all 

students can play and learn.

They wanted their outdoor classroom to make 

a difference, which is the reason families would 

decide to have their children attend the school.
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IMPLEMENTATION & RESULTS: The preliminary designs for 

this project started in 2014. Grounds For Play worked with the 

customer to finalize the design to make sure it met their needs and 

wants.

The design was finalized in December 2015 and was approved to 

meet the preferences of the customer, corporate requirements, 

needs of the turf supplier, and local building requirements. The 

project was installed February 2016.

By working together with the customer, we were able to create 

a wonderful, unique, safe, and age-appropriate environment that 

best met their needs.

The new outdoor classroom has benefited The Goddard School 

in a few different ways including offering children opportunities 

to engage in many types of play outdoors and also by increasing 

their enrollment.

They are very pleased with the outdoor classroom. It met their 

criteria of being unique and a place that all students could use, 

enjoy, and appreciate.  

BUILDING BETTER PLAY 
The Impact of Grounds For Play

By working with the customer, we were able 

to create a wonderful, unique, safe, and age-

appropriate environment that best met their 

needs.

SEE MORE OF THE GODDARD SCHOOL 

https://groundsforplay.com/inspirations/child-development-center-projects/goddard-school

